CLAIMS 



1 . A system for use by a customer to conduct a commercial transaction, the customer 
being registered and linked with an account for payment, the system comprising: 

a* a host computer having access to data that links the customer with the customer 
account; 

b. a first electronic device disposed at a point-of-sale terminal, the first electronic 
device being digitally linked to the host computer; 

c. a second electronic device that is v^ireless, the wireless device being carried by 
the customer, the second electronic device communicating with the first 
electronic device transmitting data therebetween relative to an identity 
verification; and 

d. a stylus having at least one sensor, the sensor capturing a digital signature of the 
customer while the stylus is being used; 

wherein access to the customer account is enabled when the sensed digital signature 
matches a reference digital signature, 

2. The identity authentication device of Claim 1 , wherein the digital signature is a 
fingerprint. 

3. The identity authentication device of Claim 1, wherein the digital signature involves 
the capture of cells from the customer touching the sensor. 

4. The identity authentication device of Claim 1, wherein the reference digital 
signature is disposed in the v^'reless device. 

5. The identity authentication device of Claim 1, wherein reference digital signature is 
disposed in a customer record, the customer record being accessible by the host 
computer, 

6. The identity authentication device of Claim 1, wherein matching of the sensed print 
with the reference print occurs off-site. 
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7. The identity authentication device of Claim 1, wherein matching of the sensed print 
with the reference print occurs at a point-of-sale terminal. 

8. A system for use in access to a secure area, the system including at least one pre- 
registered party who is permitted access to the secure area, the pre-registered party 
having previously submitted a reference digital signature, the system comprising: 

a. a host computer that has access to data that links the registered party with the 
reference digital signature; 

b. a first and a second electronic device, the first electronic device being disposed at 
a security check-point, the second electronic device being wireless, the second 
electronic device being carried by the customer, the first and second electronic 
devices being in communication with the host computer; and 

c. a stylus having at least one sensor, the stylus being useful in preserving a log of 
access to the secure area, the sensor capturing a digital signature of a party 
during engagement of a finger of the party with the stylus; 

wherein access to the secure area is enabled when the sensed digital signature 
matches the reference digital signature. 

9. The identity authentication device of Claim 8, wherein the digital signature is a 
fingerprint. 

10. The identity authentication device of Claim 8, wherein the digital signature 
involves the capture of cells from the customer touching the sensor. 

11. The identity authentication device of Claim 8, wherein the reference digital 
signature is disposed in memory v^thin the wireless device. 

12. The identity authentication device of Claim 8, wherein reference digital signature 
is disposed in a customer record, the customer record being accessible through the host 
computer. 

13. The identity authentication device of Claim 8, wherein comparison of the sensed 
print with the reference print occurs off-site. 
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14. The identity authentication device of Claim 8, wherein comparison of the sensed 
print with the reference print occurs at the security checkpoint. 

15. A method of conducting a commercial transaction for payment at a point-of-sale 
terminal, the method comprising: 

a. requesting identity verification through cooperative engagement between a first 
and a second electronic device, the first electronic device being disposed at the 
point-of-sale terminal, the second electronic device being wireless, the second 
electronic device being carried by the customer, the first and second electronic 
devices being in digital communication with a host computer, the host computer 
having access to data that links at least one registered party to a reference digital 
signature; 

b. using a stylus to submit written data pertinent to the identity verification, the 
stylus having a sensor that enables capture of a digital signature of a party during 
engagement of a finger of the party vAth the stylus; and 

c. enabling access to the customer account when the sensed digital signature 
matches the reference digital signature. 

16. The identity authentication device of Claim 15, wherein the digital signature is a 
fingerprint. 

17. The identity authentication device of Claim 15, wherein the reference digital 
signature is disposed in the wireless electronic device. 

18.. The identity authentication device of Claim 15, wherein the reference digital 
signature is disposed in a customer record, the customer record being accessible by the 
host computer, 

19. The identity authentication device of Claim 15, wherein matching of the sensed 
print v/ith the reference print occurs off -site. 

20. The identity authentication device of Claim 1, wherein matching of the sensed 
print v\nth the reference print occurs at a point-of-sale terminal. 
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21 . A method of enabling access to a secure area, the method comprising: 

a. requesting identity verification through cooperative engagement betv/een a first 
and a second electronic device, the first electronic device being disposed at a 
security checkpoint, the second electronic device being wireless, the second 
electronic device being carried by the customer, the first and second electronic 
devices being in digital communication vAth a host computer, the host computer 
having access to data that links at least one registered party to a reference 
digital signature; 

b. using a stylus to submit written data pertinent to the identity verification, the 
stylus having a sensor that enables capture of a digital signature of a party 
during engagement of a finger of the party with the stylus; and 

c. enabling access to the secure area when the sensed digital signature matches 
the reference digital signature, 

22. The identity authentication device of Claim 21, wherein the digital signature is a 
fingerprint. 

23. The identity authentication device of Claim 21, wherein the reference digital 
signature is disposed in the wireless device. 

24. The identity authentication device of Claim 21, wherein the reference digital 
signature is disposed in a customer record, the customer record being accessible by the 
host computer. 

25. The identity authentication device of Claim 21, wherein comparison of the sensed 
print with the reference print occurs at the security checkpoint. 

26. A system for use by a customer to conduct a commercial transaction, the customer 
being registered and linked with an account for payment, the system comprising: 

a. a host computer having access to data that links the customer vWth the customer 
account; 

b. an electronic device disposed at a point-of-sale terminal, the electronic device 
being digitally linked to the host computer; and 
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a stylus that is wireless, the stylus being carried by the customer, a stylus having 
at least one sensor, the sensor capturing a digital signature of the customer 
while the stylus is being used, the stylus communicating with the electronic 
device transmitting data therebetween relative to an identity verification, 

wherein access to the customer account is enabled when the sensed digital signature 

matches a reference digital signature, 

27. The identity authentication device of Claim 26, wherein the digital signature is a 
fingerprint. 

28. The identity authentication device of Claim 26, wherein the digital signature 
involves the capture of cells from the customer touching the sensor. 

29. The identity authentication device of Claim 26, wherein the reference digital 
signature is disposed in the wireless device. 

30. The identity authentication device of Claim 26, wherein reference digital signature 
is disposed in a customer record, the customer record being accessible by the host 
computer. 

31 . The identity authentication device of Claim 26, wherein matching of the sensed 
print with the reference print occurs off-site. 

32. The identity authentication device of Claim 26, wherein matching of the sensed 
print with the reference print occurs at a point-of-sale terminal. 
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